Dental caries and treatment needs in street children in Toluca, Mexico.
To assess dental caries (deft and DMFT) and treatment needs, in street children from the city of Toluca in Mexico. After informed consent from their parents, guardian or legal representative, 310 street children, 0 to 17 years of age, from Toluca in the state of Mexico, were evaluated. Caries and treatment needs were recorded according to 1997 WHO criteria. The oral examination was carried out on site in daylight. For the population from which the sample was derived, the caries prevalence was 94.96%, the mean DMFT was 6.0 +/- 4.6 (5.8 decayed), while deft was 3.5 +/- 3.7 (3.4 decayed). Treatment needs in the deciduous dentition revealed that 43.9% of teeth did not require any treatment, 20% needed fissure sealants, 19% required one surface restoration and 13.19% needed restoration in two or more surfaces. In the permanent dentition, the treatment needs were as follows: 51.2% teeth did not need any treatment, 22.9% needed fissure sealants, 18.4% required one surface restoration and 5.3% needed restoration in two or more surfaces. These findings illustrate the high prevalence of caries in street children in the city of Toluca. There is an enormous need for dental treatment; sealant applications were the treatment most in need. The data can serve as a platform to implement preventive and restorative dental health programmes that meet the needs of Mexican street children,